Petition from the Rhode Island Commercial Fishing Industry to the Rhode Island Coastal Resources
Management Councli Regarding the Vineyard Wind Fishery Mitigation Plan

Dear Council Members,

We, the undersigned members of the Rl Commercial Fishing Industry, request that you reject the
Vineyard Wind Fisheries Mitigation Proposal (Final Term Sheet dated FeBruary 15, 2019) and Agreement
Regarding the Establishment and Funding of the Rhode Island Fisherman’s Future Viability Trust
conditionally signed by RI CRMC Director Grover Fugate and Vineyard Wind CEQ Lars Pederson on
February 21, 2019 found at http://www.crme.rl.gov/windenergy/vinevardwind/Agreement RIFFVT.pdf,

which were recommended and approved by the Fisherman’s Advisory Board at their February 23, 2019
meeting, for the following reasons:

1. The Vineyard Wind Fisheries Mitigation Proposal grossly undervalues Rhode Island commercial
fisherles and commercial fishing businesses. Rl DEM analysis has valued the commercial fishing
activity by Rl vessels in the Vineyard Wind COP area at over $35 million ex-vessel value, avalue
which does not include shoreside business Impacts which exponentially increases that value,
expected loss of fishing gear on underwater infrastructure of the project, additional fuel
necessary to steam around the project area, potential vessel losses due to radar interference,
and other direct financial considerations. Vineyard Wind’s proposed Direct Compensation Fund,
designed to compensate “for any claims of direct impacts to Rhode Island vessels or Rhode
Island Fisheries in the project area” will provide only $4.2 million total over 29 years to cover all
of these losses. Annual payments of $76,000 a year would not even cover one claim for a net
and a set of trawl doors lost on the underwater infrastructure of the project. This is an insult and
is unacceptable.

2. The CRMC Fisherman's Advisory Board does not represent the Rhode Island Commercial Fishing
Industry with regards to the Vineyard Wind project. The FAB does not have one member
representing Rhode Island’s fish dealers/processors, or any other shareside businesses. The FAB
does not have one member representing the offshore squid fishery, which is the most lucrative
fishery in and around the COP area and the state’s largest fishery. The most affected entities in
the Rhode Island commercial fishing industry therefore went unrepresented in mitigation
negotiations. This is unacceptable.

3. Vineyard Wind's Mitigation Proposal does not consider ecosystem impacts. Rhode Island
commercial fishermen operating around the Block Island Wind Farm project have suffered loss
of harvestable resource in and around the area since the BIWF has been in operation. The squid
fishery, as well as other important fisheries, occurring in and adjacent to the Vineyard Wind
project area are likely to experience significant negative impacts. This loss of resource, and
therefore fishery revenue, has not even been addressed by Vineyard Wind. This is unacceptable.

4. The proposed Rhade Island Fisherman's Future Viability Trust is essentially a slush fund for non-
compensation purposes. There “are no restrictions on how the funds may be used provided they
further the purpose of the Trust”. This purpose is to “provide funds to address concerns raised
about safety and effective fishing in and around the Vineyard Wind project area and wind farms
generally”. The vessels and shoreside businesses suffering economic lqsses as a result of the
Vineyard Wind project are not going to be compensated out of this Trust. However, it Is this
Trust that receives the lion's share of the Vineyard Wind “Mitigation” money, and envisions
“programs and activitles”. Its board would be “determined by the FAB in consultation with
CRMC staff”. The FAB does not represent the affected commercial fishing interests impacted by
the Vineyard Wind project, and taking the majority of the Vineyard Wind mitigation money




away from the affected public to put into a fund controlled by the same entitles that negotiated
the agreement is unacceptable.

5. The FAB lawyer failed to publicly disclose that she has also been retained in the past year as the
legal representative of East Farm Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island, an organization
whose President is also a member of the FAB. This is a conflict of interest,

6. We, the affected mempers of the Rhode Island Commercial Fishing industry, were not privy to
the negotiations that would shape our future, We were also not privy to the documehits or data
Used in those negotiations. This Is unacceptable. All documents, data, economic reports and
analysis, and coples of proposals, should have been made public for the members of the
affected public to review prior to final decision by the FAB or CRMC. It Is our businesses, vessels,
and jobs that are being valued, and we will be the entitles incurring economic loss. Fisheries
mitigation agreements regarding offshore wind are, according to the Ocean SAMP, “a necessary
condition of any approval or permit of a project by the Council” and “data collection and
analysls, technical and financial analysis” are a part of this negotlation process, which Is required
by a public state regulation. This information Is public information and we, the affected public,
should have been furnished with this information prior to any final Council votes. We demand
this access.

7. Atthe Feb. 23, 2019 FAB meeting held to discuss the Vineyard Wind Mitigation proposal, both
CRMC Director Fugate and the Chairman of the FAB made it clear that public comment would be
limited, alleging that the public had already had multiple opportunities for public comment on
the mitigation. This is a lie, The FAB concluded negotiations with Vineyard Wind on Feb. 15, and
CRMC signed its proposed Agreement on Feb 21. None of these documents- the Feb. 15
Vineyard Wind Fisheries Mitigation Proposal, or the CRMC Agreement- were made public until
Feb. 21/22, The Feb. 23 FAB meeting was the first public meeting where affected members of
the Rhode Island fishing community- those with the most to lose from the Vineyard Wind
project- were given the chance to speak to the Proposal. Many Rhode Island commercial
fishermen and busipess personnel attended that meeting in opposition to the Mitigation Plan,
and were deliberately prevented from voicing their objections. Meanwhile, comment supporting
the Plan was allowed. This is an unacceptable, an abuse of public process, and also representsa
departure from previous FAB meeting procedure where extended public comments were taken
on previous mitigation proposals by Vineyard Wind.

8. Atan informal, private meeting organized by the FAB on Feb 21, which was not public but
whose organizers kicked out the media and Rhode Island statehouse representatives who came
to attend, the commerecial fishing industry was told they would have time to publicly comment
on the Proposal at the Feb. 23 FAB meeting. We were not given that opportunity.

9. Vineyard Wind is the first offshore wind project in federal waters, and as such sets precedence
for how mitigation will occur In the future. If our industry Is not taken seriously, appropriately
compensated at this stage, and the mitigation procedure conducted in an open and transparent
manner, other future offshore wind project mitigations will follow suit; to the detriment of our
businesses and jobs.

We, the undersigned, will suffer real economic losses as a result of the Vineyard Wind Project which are
in no way appropriately mitigated by the Vineyard Wind Fisheries Mitigation Proposal. We demand fair
treatment. We therefore request that the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council reject
the Vineyard Wind Fisheries Mitigation Proposal at their Feb. 26, 2019 meeting,

CC: Grover Fugate, Executive Director Rl CRMC
Walter Cruickshank, Acting Director BOEM
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We, the undersxgned, will suffer real economic losses as a resilt of the Vineyard Wind Project
which are in no way appropriately mitigated by the Vineyard Wind Fisheries Miti gation
Proposal. We demand fair freatment. We therefore request that the Rhode Island Coastal
Resources Management Council réject the Vineyard Wind Fisheries Mitigation Proposal at their
Feb. 26, 2019 meeting.

CC: Grover Fugate, Executive Director R CRMC
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